[Calcium channel inhibitors and ventricular filling].
Abnormalities of ventricular relaxation and compliance often precede changes in systolic function in ischemic and hypertrophic or hypertensive heart disease. Several studies using non-invasive methods have confirmed the beneficial effects of calcium channel blockers on left ventricular diastolic function in ischemic and primary hypertrophic cardiomyopathies. Their usefulness remains controversial in secondary cardiac hypertrophy such as in hypertensive heart disease. Improved left ventricular isovolumic relaxation and filling results more from the coronary and peripheral vasodilatory effects of calcium channel blockers than from a direct action on the cardiac muscle.